
Good afternoon / Buon Pomeriggio,

In recent days, the National Congress of Italian Canadians(National Capital District) has been 
approached by some individuals and associations in our community enquiring as to whether there were 
any ongoing and/ or current fundraising efforts for Italy during this tragic global pandemic of COVID 
-19. I have been in constant contact with the Embassy of Italy as well as other Presidents in the various 
chapters of the National Congress of Italian Canadians nationwide. I have also corresponded with 
various political figures at both the Federal and Provincial levels of Government and await their 
response.

However, in heeding the advice of our Government officials and our Public Health Professionals here 
in Canada, their primary message is for those of us who can to help those, our neighbours, friends and 
family, that sit right on our own doorstep. Check in on isolated individuals, practice social distancing, 
check to see if seniors  or those in self-isolation may need groceries or just a hello / Buongiorno, top up
financial support for local Food Banks (very much in need) , donate blood etc. Only by doing this in a 
proper and disciplined manner will we hopefully halt the spread of this deadly virus. Many of us know 
of small business owners who have had to shut down or reduce hours, restaurants that we patronize 
who have had to close and layoff staff and our banquet halls that have always been there for our many 
activities shut down their doors completely. These individuals, young and old, students, new parents 
and so many others are faced with their own financial hardships and we cannot forget them during this 
trying time. Hopefully, when this is all over, we will return to patronize once again our friends in the 
community.

However, the Congress also acknowledges that many of our current Executive as well as our members 
and community friends have family and friends back home in Italy who have been affected by this 
virus. So, if you are aware of any information as to how to help those in Italy, please share that 
information with us.

I am attaching the link  video of Ambasciatore Claudio Taffuri's message on OMNI TV Italiano.

I am also attaching some banking information provided to me by the Embassy. However, this may only 
be good if in Italy. I am awaiting some Canadian banking information.

Please stay safe!

Cordialmente,

Trina
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